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men of all kindreds, nations languages, to be 
faved, and to come to, the Rena of. t . ha 


vours, and to reſtrain or ſurmount the oppoſition of 7 


| with the means > of grace thoſe w 
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＋ the is any FR amiG/io FG nde or 
language of the followi Tifcomls, the publi- 
ſher, not the- — Charing Se the blame. Ir 
was not intended for. the preſs; and the author 
having no leiſure, 1 50 in Scotland, . to reviſe. the 
manuſcript, his conſent, P K it was; almaſt. ex- 
torted from him. I tha ay nothing in favours of 
the ſermon ; it will, I truſt, ſufficiently. ꝓlead its 
own caule. But allow me to drop a few words; ir 
a cauſe dear to the author of the ſermon, and, I 
will venture to add, dear to every good man, who 
thoroughly | underſtands i it Amp, the Park of "Now: 
Je at college, . . 


To endeavour the xecove blip 424 mortals 
9000 thoſe paths that lead "x 8 miſery, and | 
their r to the favour and image of Gap, is 
a truly noble and Goy-like undertaking... 'Tis to be 
fow-workers with Gov „Who will have all _—_ 


who for, theſe gracious ar ſent his Son into 
the world, and delivered him up a ranſom for ſin- 
ners; and who has comman ed his miniſters to 
teach all nations, promiſing them his preſence in 
every age of the church, to proſper their endea- 


their adverſaries. Tig to imitate the hleſſed Jesvs, 
and like him, though, in an, infinite) lower ſenſe, } 
to ſeck and to fave that which is loſt. No charity: | 
can be greater and more 5 8 thag to provide 

otherwiſe would : 


a, 


„ i PREFACE. 


| be deſlitute of them. Other charities are profi table 

to men during this fhort and uncertain life; but the 

effects of this will, through endleſs ages, be felt 

with joy. If we are Chriſtians in good earneſt, WE 

carinot- ut acdount our religion the greateſt Bleſſing 

we poſſeſs : and ſeeing this ſpiritual treaſure is not 

in the leaſt impaired by being conimunicated to 0 

othas; would it not be barbarous cruelty, purpoſely | 

to Ride ind reſtrain it from them, or even to grudge 

ſome-Iitite trouble and expence in importing it? 

ſhall we think it tog much, to beſtow a little of our 

ſuperfltious wealth for that end, for which the Sox or 

Gov” Mought i It ihe too much to bleed and to die ? 

JG 2160 110 2 

7 But alas! there is. in mbſt a range coolneſs and 

Indiferency as to any thing in which religion is 

| concerned.” How few are willing, to ſpend or be 

ſpent for his ſervice, who ſpared not even his own 

Sew for our fakes! Though Jzsvs, who was rich, 

became poor, that we through his poverty might be - 
made rich; there not many who call themſelves 

| his'atip es, vo would grudge that in his ſervice, | 

Bic ede cat bios enough throw away on 

vanities and wifles ? But I hope there are not a few 

] of 1 better temper 3 3 and to thoſe I. would now ſpeak. 


4 4 H:: 


* 


{ © The Britiſh: colonies in America | take in, a tract of 
nöd many times larger than Britain itſelf; and the 
bete thdiatis' have an extent of country far ex- 
g chat of plantations. In New · Jerſey, 
| and ht nei e colonies, are many vacant 
con ngregations, capable and willing to ſupport mini- 3 
ters, but unable to procure them. Some of the S8 8 
Bordeting rIndiaris a are of a humane ſweet and tratablg?;= SN 
temper, I'williig to hearken to inſtruction. al 8 
2 when, Has! (hall They find it? Colonies,” that, care I 
ere miniſters ar themſelves, ' can far leſs ſpars' Nos 
oy "to others: : ke us in Scotland to proteſts tend: 
WTI | over. 
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. 


ned preachers 8 would be quite im practicab; 


| know better the proper methods of di Toy Ns 
the Indians, and be better able to endure the fati 


\ 


and educated among us. Little, therefore, can bl 
done for the ſpiritual welfare of theſe parts, unleſs * 
; ſeminary of learning is placed among them, where 
by pious and able teachers, ſome of the natives mat 


labours, or commodities, | in the pious and charitabl 


able to us? ſhall we not cheerfully repay them ſpi 


_ deprive us of the temporal anlage we now real 
from them! Eo: 


PR E F A, EK; 
\ 
over to theſe parts a ſufficient ſupply of w qual alf 


"ina 


to obſerve, that the natives of our 515 


of travelling through a wilderneſs, than , men, — 


be trained up for ſerving Go in the goſpel of hl 
Son,” Such a ſeminary can't be eſtabliſhed, with 
out. the help of their mother-country ; ; and ſhall, ſh 
deny them that help? are not thoſe obliged in grat 


- ide, -L might fay in juſtice, to lend. their help, wh 


have acquired great eſtates, and been enabled t 


live in eaſe and plenty, through the bleſſing 


Gov upon their trade with thoſe plantations ? ſha] 
thoſe who are ſo deeply indebted to them, grudg 
to beſtow a little of the wealth derived from het 


uſe of promoting their ſalvation ? ſhall we, my bre 
fhren, feel no pity for the ſouls of fellow-creatbres 
who in ſo many ways have been uſeful and ſervice 


ritual for temporal riches; eſpecially when, at ſe 
little expence to ourſelves, we. may purchaſe, fo 
them thoſe ineſtimable treaſures? If we diſregard thei, 
ſpiritual intereſts, may not Gos, in juſt vengeance 


None more need religious help than thoſe Ay 
pics, none more earneſtly defire it. Britain is unde! 
ſpecial obligations to afford them ſuch help. Ane 


it will be a fad account, that Gop put them inte 


our hands, to convey to them the light of the go 


ipel ; that any wiſt'd to receive it, and wouls 


Havs 


; ; : „ * 2 8 42 a | 
Er.” ACE 
1 | © : | E. 7 | 
8 Er, - 4 5 : ; 8 o 


we bgen happy in the uſe of it; but that we refu- 
Ed to convey them that light! Shoyld this prove the 


7 e, are we not anſwerable for their ſouls, and 


h ; 22 o 1 1 2 832 . , N 
Way. not their blood be juſtly required at our hands ? 


c C 
The ſtate of religion among us is very deplorable. 


ze things that remain ſeem ready to die; and the 

eans of grace, though enjoyed in purity and plenty, 
re not attended with thoſe benign influences from 
bove, which ſo remarkably proſpered them in ſome 


re, ould remove his candleſtick from us, and our 
arden become a wilderneſs, who knows but that, 
rough divine mercy, thoſe diſtant parts, now an 
ncultivated and barren wilderneſs, may become a 


Fuitful field; and that the ſeeds of goſpel-knowledge, 


F 1:7 ; Fs $- © E @ 7 
bar there partly through our charity, may bring 


prth lenteous f * whereby ſome of our poſterity 
hay nonriſhed, when darkneſs ſhall cover this 


IN YI Bo , 7 „ 7 
Ih. Twenty Indians, now, cohverted to Chriſtia- 


ure "Chriſtianity may diffuſe itſelf from our colonies 
ib thoſe of other nations; and may ſhine in jts new 


Iſuperſtition, ſhall fly from before it. 


e ſerit to alf the nations and ifles afar of, which have 
Pot heard Cnxisr's fame, neither have ſeen his 


Ting knowledge of the Lozp; and one country ſhal 
ot be torn from his empire, while another is added 
5 it! who would not wiſh to contribute to events ſo 
7 VE, i * * 1 « ETC SE > a3 of © 4 3 * 1 
eſirable and fo delightful? 
12288 * 478 * "i » , * * 2 


brmer periods, If Gov, in holy and juſt diſplea- 


4, and thick darkneſs the people that dwell there - 
hity, may, in lefs than a century, gain over whole 
ſribes and nations to the obedience of Cuz1sT: yea, 
rb with ſuch luſtre, that ignorance, idolatry and 


© glorious and happy day, when the goſpel ſhall 


Rory: yea, when the earth ſhall be full of the ſa- 


by 


3 


rity nearer home? Doubtleſs we have. But o 


rous and liberal contributions for the Edinburg} 
| infirmaty ? 2 ä | 


PREFACE. 


But * we not, may ſome ſay, eck of ch: 


charity for theſe will not be diminiſhed, by exertin 
our compaſſion for our diſtant colonies. Privat 
wealth is ſeldom impaired by the enlargement 
charity: and no good deſign of a public nature, i 
our own country, will ever want a ſupply, becaul 
other good deſigns, for the relief of diſtant countries 
are ſet on foot. Has Penſylvania declined in wealth 
ar are her Poor worſe provided for, ſince her gene 
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that light in which eternity, the ſtate of maturity, will 


plified with regard to the diſpenſations of grace / towards 
the happy heirs of heaven. Though they are not in 
ſuch unmingled darkneſs, even in this region of ignorance 


the children of God yet they cannot form adequate 
ideas of the immenſity. gon” that loye which has delive- 


Ss 


I joan = 1; 2 


Behold, what manner of love the Father — 
upon us, that we ſhould. be called the fons of God: 
therefore the world ut aus mae m_ it n 
him not. | | | | 


Beloved, now are we the ſons of God, and it doth not 
yet appear what awe ſhall be : but we know, that when 


he ſhall appear, ave ſpall be like es : for we Mes 


"20" him as 7 he 17. 


HOUGH the bn of divine 3 am 
on with the moſt conſummate harmony, and will 
at length terminate in the wiſeſt ends: yet, to 
ihe undiſcerning eyes of mortals, confuſion reigns thro? 
this world ; and nothing, in this infant ſtate, appears in 


repreſent every thing. This rematk is particularly exem- 


and. uncertainty, as to have no evidence of. their being 
the objects of divine love, but in ſome ſhining mo- 
ments, at leaſt, may conclude that they are even now 


red them from that deplorable ſtate of guilt and ruin in 
which others are ws and adopted them to that relation. 
There 


* 


There are dend Mint and glimmering rays of this 
jove, that, like a flaſh of lightning, break through the 


furrounding cloud, caſt them into amazement, and 


make them ſtand altoniſhed, and pauſe in pleaſant con- 
ſternation. In a kind of ignorant admiration, they are 
often exclaiming, WHAT MANNER OF LOVE 1s THis! 


How vaſt, how immenſe, how unaccountable, how in- 


comprehenfible ! that we, rebellious ſinners and heirs of 


ruin, SHOULD BE CALLED THE SONS OF GOD; i. e. 
ſhould be really his children, and deem'd and treated as 
ſuch. Brnorp !. what unheard of and unparallelled love 
38. this ! behold it with intenſe and pleaſing wonder. Ye | 
trifling ſons of men; abſtract your thoughts from the 


toys of earth, and let them run out upon this aſtoniſhing 
object: here fix your attention, here look and gaze, till 


vou are fo tranſported with the ſurvey of this love, as 
to be engaged to the moſt vigorous endeavours to pattake 
of it. You, our brethren in CHRIST, let all your ad- 
miring powers exert themſelves to the full ſtretch, in 

the contemplation of that grace which has beſtowed upon 


you ſo honourable a diſtinction. And ye bleſſed inhabi- 


tants of heaven, who know the import of this glorious | 


title, and the riches of the inheritance reſerved for us; 
look. down, ye angels, from your heavenly thrones, look 
down to this contemptible earth, to view the preateſt 


atchieyment of almighty grace : for, fare, no manifeſta- 
tion of divine love, among your warious orders, can 


equal this, that we, rebellious worms, ſhould be digni- 
Fed: with the higheft title in which you can glory. Be- 


hold, and wonder, and adore with us, and ſapply our 


defects of praiſe, You ſee further into the fecrets of 


this myſtery than we, who can only pauſe in ſilent ad- 


miration, or vent our blind conjectures upon it. Give 
therefore your contemplations a lIooſe on a theme you 

can more deeply penetrate. : 
Further, as the ſons of Gop ih their e ſtate, 
_ e e that e e bas conferred thĩs 
| utile 


import of the title. They know in general, that whe 
their Father appears, they ſhall be like him; but they do 


are in a great degree ſtrangers to their future ſelves: and 


arrive at their adult age, and grow up to the fulneſs of 
the ſtature of CuRISs T, what prodigies will they be to 


obſcure things; and our thoughts are like their objects: we 


bles, are but obſcure ſhadows of the magnificence of the 


quently ſhall be inconceivably glorious and happy: fol 


l the creature muſt conſiſt in conformity to him. 


e we ſhall be Jike him,” ſubjoins, FOR WE SHALL 821 


3 AEC—_—_ 
, 


evidence or the cauſe of our likeneſs to Go. Conſi 
dering it as an evidence, the meaning is: it is eviden 


8 appears; otherwiſe, we could not bear the full viſion 0 


of God is here ſpoke of as a happineſs and priyileg 


EW 


title upon | them, ſo they know not fully the glorious 


not exactly and fully know what that likeneſs is. The 


when theſe little children of Gop, thefe babes in grace, 


themſelves! In this world we are accuſtom'd to little and 


ſee nothing ſufficiently glorious, to ſuggeſt to us any proper 
idea of the glory of the ſons of Gon when they enter upo! 
their birthright inheritance, The ſplendour of the meri 
dian ſun, the grandeur of kings, and the parade of no 


pooreſt Lazarus, the meaneſt pious beggar, who has go 
to the upper world. The difference is greater, than th 
between Job on the dunghill, lying in aſhes, and cover'd 
with ulcers, and Solomon in all his glory. However 
amidſt all our ignorance, we may reſt confident and ſatis 
fed in this; that, when God appears in all the majeſt 
of rü judge, we ſhall be like him, and conſe 


Go is the ſtandard of all excellency ; ; and the perſecing 
The apoſtle having ſaid, That * when he ſhall appear 

HIM AS RE Is. The viſion of the bleſſed Gop in hi: 
unvailed glory, may be here mentioned, either as the 
that we ſhall be in ſome meaſure like to Gop when h 
his glories, we could not ſee him and live. The viſio 
Now to ſee Gop could afford no pleaſure to ſuch as ar 
not like to him; they would be ſhocked and confounded 


at the bghr, and ſhrink from it; and by how much th 
23 clearg 


n 1 
Jearer the viton, by ſo much the more they would hate 
um, becauſe by ſo much the more they would diſcover 
is contrariety to them. Therefore, it is a ſufficient evi- 
dence of our likeneſs to Gov, that we can bear the vi- 
ion of his naked perfections with pleaſure; for none 
at are unlike to him can bear it, ——Conlidering it in 
e other view, which probably was what the apoſtle 


tended, it means, that the full and direct views of him 


will change and transform the beholders into his likeneſs : 
ey will not attract an idle ſuperficial gaze; but prove 


tal, impreſſive, and efficacious. As the light — 


pon glaſs renders it tranſparent, or as the fun diffuſe 


es luſtre into a diamond and gives it an intrinſic radiancy; 
O the diſcoveries of the divine perfections will * 


ca eir image upon the minds they ä 


The part of the ſubj ject, to which I will now confine 
WH is the ignorance of the ſons of Gop with regard 
tc Far future ſtate, and the world 's not knowing them. 


1. 17 f is true indeed, and ſome of you, I doubt not, 
know it by experience, that the children of God, in 
dme ſhining moments, enjoy prelibations of heaven, 


nd even now rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of 
glory; juſt as a child in infancy ſtumbles upon a ly 


ought: and as the firſt dawnings of reaſon may giv 
a” child ſome obſcure hint of the maſterly reaſonings o 


u mature genius; , ſo, from theſe foretaſtes of heaven, . 


the ſons of Gop may form ſome faint ideas of the per- 
Fections of its happineſs in full enjoyment. They find 

eſe ' diſpoſitions feebly working in them now, which, 
| brought to perfection, will conſtitute their bleſſed: 


k Refs: and they now find ſo much real happineſs, in the 


Exerciſe of ſuch diſpoſitions, though in an imperfect 


gdepree, as fully convinces them, that nothing is neceſſary 


to make them compleatly happy, but the perfection of 


be 6 7) 


Laa 


is ot 


—— An el BE — a 
* 4 


ch exerciſes, 8 an entire freedom Tron contrary | 


Fett experienced; their higheſt thoughts fall ſhort of it 
and it doth not yet appear to them what they ſhall be i 


Tpet to the enlargement of the faculties of their ſouls: 


- that its faculties may expand to great dimenſions, is ev 
dent; and we find by experience its improvements fro 


. cially i in men of a ſtudious turn. And we may be ſure 


be overborn and cruſhed with the weight of glory; f 


brightneſs, like a mole that has wrought itſelf into day 


| ſent ſelves with your infant ſelves, and you will ſee : 


Father: and what prodigies can he make of you! H 
that could make you what you are out of nothing, i 


of v what ou now On: "oy the {cries of everlafting 


- 77 
principles. But 45 this perfection is they have no 


the following particulars. 
1. It doth not yet appear what they ſhall be with re 


That the human ſoul is capable of yaſt enlargement 


childhood to youth, and thence to the cloſe of life, eſps 


that when, like a bird out of a cage, it gets looſe amon 
its kindred ſpirits, and flies at large in its proper elem 
its faculties will be vaſtly improved: otherwiſe it woul 


would be dazzled with the intolerable glory of heavenl 


light. As a child is utterly incapable of manly exerciſes 
ſo, without a proportionable enlargement of its powers 
the ſoul would be incapable of exerciſing them about th 
infinite objects then before it, and of Joining in th 
exalted ſervices of that mature world. Vo may 
therefore reſt confident in this, ye ſons of Goo, 
your little ſouls will then be vaſtly improved. But 
the infant cannot know before-hand the improvement o 
his riper years; ſo it is with you, Compare your pre 


vaſt difference even in this one ſtate; and how vaſt the 
difference between what you now are, and what you 
will be, when you enter into a world entirely new, the 
proper region, the natural element of ſpirits! Beloved 

ou are now the ſons. of Gap ; and he will make you 
ſach beings, as becomes ſo near a relation to ſuch : 


the courſe of a few years; what can he make you out 


ages 


= 47: 


a than you now reſemble what you were in the 
zomb, or upon the breaſt. Your underſtandings, through 
endleſs duration, may be till brightning, without ever 
oming to their meridian ; and your views be ſtill enlar- 
ing, though ſtill infinitely beneath the object of your 


Q Polerve, 


2. It = not yet appear to ypu what kind of FRE) 
bus bodies you will have after the reſurrection. 

We are ſure they will ſtill be material, bodies, other- 
wiſe they would not be bodies at all. But matter we know 


lod of earth, and differs only in modifications. How 
lies, and earth and water! and yet they are originally 
prain and other vegetables, that animals feed upon, are 
formed ; and our bodies conſiſt of grain formed into 


bread, and of the fleſh of beaſts : ſo true is it, not only 
with reſpect to Adam, but all his poſterity, that they 


dur eyes: the linen we wear was once earth, that was 
firſt refined into flax, then formed into thread, then 


be ſpiritual bodies, i. e. ſo exquiſitely refined, that they 
will reſemble proper ſpirits, as near as it is poſſible while 


it 


ges! How can he mature and enlarge your ſouls fro = 
ne degree of perfection to another! ſo that, in ſome 
ture period, you will no more reſemble what you are 


ontemplation. It is fit that ſouls ſo improved ſhould 
e united to bodies ſuited to them: which * me to 


s capable of prodigious refinements. Yonder globe of 
ight, the ſun, is of the ſame original matter with a 


aſt the 1 between this animal fleſh on our bo- 


e ſame, Earth and water are the materials of which 


are but duſt, In ſhort, there is a tranſmutation of mat-_ 
ter into a ſurpriſing variety of forms, wherever we caſt 


woven into what we now ſee it, Thus our bodies may 
de changed in a moſt amazing manner, and yet continue . 
Fubſtantially the ſame. St. Paul tells us, that they will 


they retain their materiality *: and elſewhere he ſays, 
_ the Lok s 80 will change our vile "Mp 194 


5 


te jt may be formed like unto his glorious body *. Sug 
zs the glory of CuRisr's body in its now exalted {ta 
that the ſplendours breaking from it ſtruck Paul and h 
fellow-travellers to the ground, and depriv'd him 
| fight for three days; how illuſtrious then muſt the 
[ bodies be that reſemble his, though we allow his a ſuitab 
| © ſuperiority! This the apoſtle intimates by repreſenti, 
| 5 the change of the bodies of ſaints at the reſurection 
| a mighty exploit of Gop's all- ſubduing power T. We? 
ſure the body will not then be a clog to the active ſpiri 
but a proper inſtrument for the employments of heav 
It may be free from the law of gravitation, and capab 
of moving every way with equal ſpeed ; ; it may be nimb 
| and quick as a glance of lightning; it may be adorne 
5 | = with a viſible glory more bright than the ſun in its mt 
ridian ſplendour, like the body of CHRIS on the moui 
of transfiguration f. It will then be incapable of pait 
Fa ſickneſs hd death ||; and will no more feel hunger an 
ttirſt, nor any of the appetites of animal nature 9 
will be capable of the moſt excellent ſenſations of ple: 
fure through every organ; and a ſuitable companion to a 
improved and glorified ſoul. Such bodies will the fain 
have: but what it is to have ſuch bodies, we have no 
no experience; and ſhall ' never know till the glorio 
morning of the reſurection. | 


Ne, - 5: ts It doth not yet appear to us, what i it is to > be pe 

| __ fe@ in holineſs. 
| : However enlarged and glorious our ſouls and bodie 
ſhould become, we ſhould be ſtill miſerable without a pro 
portionable perfection in holineſs. Now this, alas! y 
do not as yet know. We humbly hope, ſome of us ku 
what it is to feel the ſpark of divine love in our breaſts 
and thence to taſte ſome ſinall m_ of bliſs, inte 
mingle 


Tn * Philip iii. 21. F Philip. iii. zr. f Matth. xvii. 
Dan. xii. 3. Matth. xiii. 43. | Ifa, xxxiil. 24. 1 Cor. x 
83. n 16. | 4-5-3. 2: ne 


4 


to exert our feeble powers in the ſervice of the bleſſed 


umberleſs imperfections attend our beſt hours, But oh! 


4 them to the full ſtretch in the exerciſes of heaven; to 
ad them animated and directed by the moſt conſummate 
plineſs, and free from every the leaſt inſtance of ſin; 
that an inconceivable ſtate is this! oh how unlike the 
feſent ! Sure in ſuch a ſtate we ſhould hardly know our- 
elves : it would aſtoniſh us to find, that we who had 


me guilty thought or ſinful | inclination, ſhould at once, 
bmmence perfectly free from it! that we who have ſo long 
ade ſuch languid eſſays, ſhould find all our powers full 
if unwearied immortal __ what a happy clan will 


"7 
4. It Joes not yet appear what will be the eqploy« 
hents and ſervices of the heavenly world. 


a at the contemplation of the divine perfections, and 


ture ſtate. But we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe that it 
Fall conſiſt intirely in contemplation and adoration. A 
date of activity will be a proper heaven for vigorous im: 
dortals. Will ſeparate ſpirits be employed with their 


p 
kj eſe mortal regions? a very pleaſant employ to gene- 
3 and benevolent minds! will they be the ambaſſadors 
their Sovereign to the remote parts of his empire, to 
i ear his meſſages, and diſcharge his orders? will they be 
vn ployed in important ſervices to preſent and future ere- 
tions, and the —_— of divine beneficence to 
Forlds 1 now unknown! ? dna — would 


"Ih with gall and wormwood. We * as it 


(OD, and in contemplating and admiring his excellencies ; 
at, alas! fin till cleaves to us, and deadens our powers: 


have all the powers of ſoul and body enlarged ; to ex- 


ben ſo long accuſtomed to be aſſaulted and perplexed with 


We know from the plain declarations of ſacred wri it, | 


eir diſplays in the works of nature and grace, cele - : 
rating the praiſes of Gov, and proſtrate adorations be- 
pre him, will be no ſmall part of the happineſs of 4 


Ellow- angels, as guardians to their brethren while in 


pry. 
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5 may be more capacious veſſels for torment: and your 


do bear ſtrong, immortal miſery. Instead of becoming 


4 0. The foo "af: Gap, in conſequence of their im- 


as they can haye now no ideas of. 


Vonder, and oy out, BEHOLD, WHAT MANNERS oF 


in fin, As all fin will be rooted out from the hearts of 
- the children of Gop; fo all the virtuous and amiable 


1 0 1 


pr into cheſe things, and even a pions chic for knw, 
edge would be ſatisſied. But, alas! we know not what 
anſwer to giye to theſe enquiries, ll the light of eters 
and nl upon. us. But, 42 


provements natural and moral, and of their exalted ſers 
vices and employments, will be made ſo exquiſitely happy 


We know not what it is, in the preſent ſtate, to have 
every want ſupplied, every deſire ſatisfied, and all our 
yalt capacity of happineſs filled to the utmoſt ; and theres 
fore we can form no juſt conceptions of our future EN 
when we ſhall be thus perfectly happy. | 

. - Behold, ye ſons of Go; behold the e that 
dpen before-you ſee to what vaſt things you are born ! i 
Can you ſurvey this myſtery, and not be loſt in pleaſing iſ 


LOVE! 

Alas! can ye forget your own happineſs ; ; 4 let 
your thoughts and aſſections run out upon tlie things of 
this world, as if they were your portion? ſhall the King's 
ſons thus degrade their dignity, ah Agri their in- 
heritance! 

And you, unhappy havets ; ye 3 are 100 * fo 
if Gop by regeneration, what do you think of your 
caſe, when it is the very reverſe of all this? Your ſouls, 
.indeed, will be enlarged ; ; but enlarged only that they 


bodies ſhall be made ſtrong and immortal ; but it will be 


perfect i in bolineſs, you will arrive to a horrid perfection 


qualities yon might retain in this world, will fall ſrom 
von: and as they will be transformed into pure, un- 
mingled holineſs ; you will be degenerate into pure, un- 
be wickedneſs: ; and ans: + you mult be as 

; NM; + v4. 1 V 
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niſetdble as ; they will be happy; rand all your enlarge! 
capacities will be as full of torment, as theirs of bliſs. 
1 may therefore adopt the text to you, ſinners : now 
you are the children of the devil; but it doth' not ap- 
pear what you. ſhall be; you know not what prodigies of 
vengeance, what miracles of miſery yen ſhall be made: 
therefore awake from your careleſneſs and neglect, and | 
ſeek * to become the children 3 G ff 


II. I 1 to „ in what reſpects the fons of 
Go are unknown to the world, and; miſtaken by them. 

The $1 7A world may de a eonüderäble difference 
between thoſe that -are, in the judgment of charity, the 
children of Gop, and others: but this- they rather look 
upon as an odions ſingularity, than as à peculiat glory 
and excellency. They may ſee their life is not according 
to the courſe of this world; and if they were witneſſes 
to their ſecret devotions, or could: penetrate their hearts, 
they would ſee a vaſtly greater difference; but, by 
how. mitcli the greater the difference, by ſo much 
the more they hate them. Ard though they {till profeſs | 
a mighty veneration for religion ; j yet, wherever it ap- 
pears, they hate, oppoſe and aſperſe it ; not indeed under 
that honourable name, but under fome odious character 


that will cloke their wickedneſs, and the more effetually 


expoſe it, They love religion, they ſay; ; and God for- 
pid they ſhould ſpeak a word againſt it: but they hate 
Hypocrily, preciſeneſs, &c. and, ' wherever a perſon ap- 
pears remarkably religious, they will be. ſure to brand 
him with ſome of theſe odious names. Thus living 
Chriſtianity, and its proſeſſors, have always met with 
more contempt and hatred in the world, than eaſy, pli- 

able ſinners, or even the moſt profligate and abandoned. 
Now, this is owing to the ignorance of the world as 
to what the ſons of Gov ſhall ere long be. They don't 
look upon them as ſuch favourites of heaven; otherwiſe, 
«they would not dare to deſpiſe them at ſuch a rate, The 
ions 


19 


(ons of Gov: are princes in diſguiſe ; and therefore they 
-are not known by a blind world, who, as they. are igno- 
rant of their Father, cannot diſcern his ſeatures in them. 

O ſinners! could you but ſee, in all his future glory, 
the meaneſt faint whom you now contemn and ridicule 
how would it aſtoniſh you { it would tempt you rather to 
the extreme of adoration, than contempt : how willingly: 
would you change conditions with him! Well, ſtay a 
little, and there will be a full manifeſtation of the ſons 
of Gon *. Lou will ſee thoſe, whom you now account 
ſtupid Sabel creatures, that have no taſte for the plea- 
ſures of life: you will ſee them ſhining more glorious 
than the ſun; happy as their natures can admit; and, in 
their humble ſphere, reſembling Gon himſelf, 
It ie, however, all things conſidered, an inſtance of 
| divine wiſdom, that it dogs not yet appear to them- 
ſclves, or to others, what the ſons of God ſhall be. 
Such 2 manifeſtation would quite ſtun and confound the 
worli, and. ſtrike it into a torpid conſternation. | It 
would render the children of Gob utterly mpatient of 
the preſent life and its employments, and even of the low 
devotion'of the church on earth. It would put an end 
to neceſſary activity about temporal concerns, break off 
the deſigns of providence, and quite alter the form of 

adminiſtration in this world. Therefore the maniſeſta- 
nion is way pat off to the moſt proper 3 


1 ſhall now conclude with a few reflexions. 


1. What a ſtate of darkneſs and imperfection is this! 

We ſlipt into Being, we know not how, and remember 
nothing of our own formation; and we ſhall be ere long, 
we know not what. Alas bow ſhort are our. views ! 
all before us is impenetrable, darkneſs, and we can ſee 
but a very little way behind us. What fmall cauſe, 
then, have the witch of us to be clated with our own 
n 


2 Rom. viii. 19. 


7-17 


ATOP In compariſon of angelic tene EY even 
of, our future ſelves, we fee no more than the mole gro- 
yelling in the earth, * with ru ee _ | 
eagle. p e a : 4:47 5 ES 4} 98 
3 110 

1 B+, But whit: un Altoveries of: things will 11 flaſk | 
upon us, when we enter into the other world! Oh! my 
brerhren; when we aſcend the heavenly. mount, and 
take large ſurveys, all around, of the immenſity of the 
works of GoD; when the unveil'd perfections of the 


Deity ſuddenly ſhine upon our eyes in all their naked 


glory, upon our waking from the ſleep of death ; how 
will we be loſt in wonders ! what ſeenes of contempla- 
tion will then open upon our gazing minds] how will 
ve be aſtoniſhed at ourſelves, and ready to vent our 
ſurprize i in ſome ſuch ſtrains. as theſe; Is this I, who 
ſo lately was groyelling in yonder world! how changed! 
how enobled ! ! how glorified ! Is this the ſoul that was 
once ſo oyerrun with the leproſy. of fin ! once fo blind 
and dark once ſo perverſe and depraved ! fo feeble 
b and weak! tormented with vain anxieties' and trifling 


! * * 6 


ſpects ! is this the ſoul that had ſo many hard conflicts 
with temptations, that felt ſuch ſhocks of jealouſy, 
and ſo oſten languiſhed under deſponding fears of ne- 
ver ſeeing this glorious place! O how changed! how 
free from eyery anxious care! unmoleſted by fo much 
as a guilty thought ! nobly triumphant over fin and 
ſorrow, and all-that it fear'd in its mortal ſtate | And 
is this my once frail, mortal body ! my incumbrance 
in yonder world! how amazingly transformed! how 
gloriouſly faſhioned ! O to what a pitch of excellency 

and bliſs can almighty grace raiſe the-meaneſt worm! 
and Oh! in what raptures of praiſe ſhonld I celebrate 
this grace through all eternity. Thus we would 
think | the gloriſied faint would expreſs his wonder. 
Py alas! | we know Jull nothing about it. 27 4 ſen- 
| | tions 
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cares, or tranſported with empty joys and deluſive pro- 5 


8 of what is before us! that we ſhould ſtill ſtumble on 


1 
_ Fations ut bmp of inn x yl or 
I | 


3. we y int en the brink of this — ta 
a few yeats, perhaps a few moments, may open to 0 
eyes theſe amazing ſcenes: the next day, or the ne 
 _ kbur, they may flaſh upon us; and oh! where are 

then? in what a ſtrange world ! among what new bei Ig 
and what ſhall we then be! oh! how-amazingly t 
formed! Should you ſee a clod from beneath — 8 
riſing and brightning into a ſtar, or ſhining like the ne 
day ſun, the transformation would not be balf © a 
niſhing. Then we are done with all beneath the fa 
all the little things of this trifling world will vary 
, once like a vapour; and all before us will be the'r 
Ie ag and majeſtick — 34s 


4. How aſtoniſhing i is it, that we ſhould think fo li 


the dark, thoughtleſs of theſe approaching wonders! 
Ye ſons of GoD, what are you doing, that you as 
no more of your relation to God, and your hea 
_ - Inheritance? If a large eſtate, or the govertnient's p 
kingdom, ſhould fall to you to-morrow, and you we 
told of it before-hand ; would it not always dwell r 
-your thoughts, and keep you awake this night! 1 
the eager proſpect? What! would things comparative 
= low fix your attention! and can you be thoughtleſs 
a glory and a bliſs, that infinitely ſurpaſſes all your preſe 
conceptions? And you, unregenerate ſinners, though 
cannot ſay you are near to glory, yet I may aſſure ye 
you are near to the eternal world, and all its fole 
wonders: this night perhaps you may be there; and 
you land there in your preſent condition, you are u 
done, you are ruined, you are N miſere 
Pr e ever. T herefore, 
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Anſoan be, if you continue : unrege] Alas ! 
5, cit; does not yet appear what you Fl » Dh be, 
therwiſe- you could. no more reſt in your preſent caſe, 
u upon the top of a maſt; or upon burning coals. 


f experience? Will not you believe the repeated de- 


Wards him, you cannot have a moment's ſecurity for 
caping them? Alas! I muſt pity you, and call upon 


e over . | 

6, Let me call upon all the ſons of: God in this s af: 
mbly, to admire his love in conferring this dignity 
pon them: Behold what manner of love is this, &c. ! 
emned to everlaſting tortures; and you will own, that 


nnihilation, would be an inconceivable favour for you: 


Nut for you, to be made the ſons of God, to be made 


lorious beyond the reach of thought, to be transformed 
to happy ſomethings that you can now form no ideas 
and this too at the expence of the blood of Gon; 
hat love is this! Go home, and forget it, if you can. 
iſe to love Gor, if you can. I may as wel tell you 
ye. e without ns. if you can, 


7. Ks me. ele with this reflexion ; How) ho- 

ourable, how happy, how glorious are the ſon | 
od! how immenſe their privileges! how rich wr bo 
nheritance! Why then are they ſo backward to enter 
pen it? how unaccougtable, how ab! l their | eagey | 


is. :O-ſianers; why do you not labour to become the 
hs of Gop, now while you may? Conſider what 
odigies of miſery, what monuments of N you 


nd poor creatures! have you a mind to be initiated 
a theſe; horrid myſteries of woe, and be taught them 


tions of eternal truth, that they are untolerably 


adfal'; and that, till you are the ſons of Gov, till 
= are born again, and have the diſpoſitions of children 


the children of God, to pont out the tears of their 


onſider what you were, guilty rebellious creatures, con- 


d be juſt delivered from hell, though it had been by 


* 


attachment to this „ n ie to dit 
Why ſo much afraid of aſcending to their Father's houſe 


hy ſo ſhy at glory and bliſs? why fo fond of flave 
and impriſonment | ? Oh! my brethren, be always 9 


1 „„ ready for flight; and be always looki 
PEE out, and crying, A Come, Lozp ee. e quick 
AMEN," | 
» |<. 
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